The perioperative von Willebrand factor activity and factor VIII levels among alcohol use disorder patients undergoing total knee or hip replacement.
Alcohol use disorder patients have a five-fold higher risk of postoperative bleeding complications. We measured the perioperative von Willebrand factor and factor VIII levels in consecutive patients with alcohol use disorder. In one university hospital, 105 patients scheduled for arthroplasty were screened, and 25 fulfilled inclusion criteria. Postoperatively, we found significantly decreased von Willebrand factor ristocetin cofactor values over time among alcohol use disorder patients and significantly different time courses of factor VIII levels between patients with and without a diagnosed alcohol use disorder. Blood loss was significantly increased among alcohol use disorder patients on their first postoperative day.